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Harry Potter is one of today’s most famous characters in children’s literature. Harry is not only immensely popular among children, but also young adults and adults have come to like the young wizard. Quidditch, Hogwarts and dementors, are familiar words to muggles, people without magic powers. J.K. Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter books, is now one of the best-selling authors and even though she has announced that the last Harry Potter book has been written, people want more of Harry. 
 
J.K. Rowling’s first Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, starts with Harry turning 11. In this book, Harry finds out that he is a wizard, he meets his friends, who will stand by him on all his quests in the books, and he has to fight Lord Voldemort for the first time in his life, something he will have to do in every sequel. Lord Voldemort, a dark wizard whose magic powers were taken away from him by Harry because of a spell that bounced back on him, tries to come back with all his powers in every book. Because Harry is the one that made Lord Voldemort lose his magical powers, Harry is the one who has to fight him. Rowling has chosen to let Harry age one year in every book. Because of this, Harry faces different age issues in every book. The reader is supposed to grow with Harry. Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone can easily be read by an 11-year-old, whereas Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallow, is not a children’s book any more but more appealing to (young) adults. Not only Harry ages, but so do his readers. The first books are fit for children because the storyline is a children’s story. The last four books have a darker character, Harry has to deal with dark magic and mature psychology. It is, therefore, interesting to see how the critics have reviewed the different books over the years. Although many reviews and articles that are related to Harry Potter can be found in American and Dutch newspapers, researchers have not looked into the question how the critics have responded to the books over the years. So the question that needs to be answered is whether American and Dutch critics respond to the Harry Potter books in the same way and whether they focus on the same aspects. Differences and similarities will be discussed. Furthermore, the development of the reviews will be discussed. 
The first three Harry Potter books cover Harry’s life from his 11th  to his 13th  year. In these books, he is still a child. In the fourth book, Harry reaches the age of 14 and faces problems a normal 14-year-old boy would come across during puberty. There is a difference between the first three and the last four books, therefore, the division between the first three and the last four books will be used to examine the way critics responded to the books. 
To answer the question how the two countries differ in their criticism, online articles of Dutch and American newspapers will be used. The American newspapers The New York Times and USA Today will be compared to the Dutch newspapers De Volkskrant and Trouw. The New York Times and De Volkskrant were chosen because they are both serious newspapers that focus on world issues. Trouw and USA Today were chosen because they are newspapers that show different perspectives than the other two newspapers. Furthermore, these newspapers have a wide range of articles available on the internet. Originally the newspaper AD was selected because this paper has more similarities with USA Today. Unfortunately, it is not possible to get hold of the older articles of AD, which made it difficult to get hold of the first Harry Potter reviews. The actual popularity of Harry Potter can be seen by the number of reviews written by the different newspapers. The New York Times has published over 2000 articles related to Harry Potter and USA Today published just over a thousand. De Volkskrant has published about 600 articles related to Harry Potter and Trouw around 500.

The articles used are not all reviews. Sometimes the newspapers published articles around the Harry Potter hype, but did not review the books separately. The table of publications shows when a review is an actual review of the book or an article that discusses the hype. Furthermore, two articles are discussed that do not review the books but discuss the beliefs of a group who believed Harry Potter was bad for children and should therefore be banned. 
The table of publications shows that the articles published in The New York Times are twice as long as those in USA Today. Furthermore, The New York Times makes use of a Harry Potter coverage where all Harry Potter related articles can be found online. In the coverage official reviews have been selected that are different from other articles that were published around Harry Potter. The New York Times has a clear selection of articles that are related to Harry Potter and the hype, and the official reviews. The reviews of the other three newspapers have been received by use of the online database for newspapers LexisNexis. The two Dutch newspapers show more similarities than the American newspapers. De Volkskrant has a circulation of around 300.000 newspaper whereas Trouw has 105.000. Furthermore, Trouw is a newspaper that focuses on social backgrounds in their “de verdieping” quire​[1]​. The difference in popularity of the American newspapers can be seen when looking at the daily circulation of the newspapers. The New York Times has a daily circulation of 1,000,000 whereas USA Today has around 2,200,000. 

The original title Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone is rendered in Dutch as Harry Potter en de Steen der Wijzen. The American title Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone will be used throughout this analysis. The other titles have not been altered into American English. Wiebe Buddingh’ has translated the Harry Potter books into Dutch. He has chosen to make the names meaningful in Dutch, just as they are in English. Again, the English names will be used. 







American Reviews of the First Three Books
 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
The United States received the Harry Potter books with great enthusiasm, as did the rest of the world. Within the United States many reviews have been written. Most reviews were very positive. However, there are certain groups that did not approve of the wizard world created by Rowling. In this chapter, the reviews of the first three Harry Potter books will be discussed. In the United States these books were respectively published in September 1998, June 1999 and September 1999. The Dutch translations of the books were published in August 1998, May 1999 and February 2000. These books were written for children. Nobody could have expected the books to become so popular among adults. J.K. Rowling’s books were not immediately popular in the United States.  It took some time before J.K Rowling’s Harry Potter books became popular in the world. Not all books were reviewed by the newspapers. The New York Times does not have a review of the second Harry Potter book. There are a number of striking things that need special attention. Firstly, the reviews were all published relatively late. Secondly, most critics discuss the fact that adults read the books as well, even though the first three books are in fact children’s books. Thirdly, the critics discuss Harry Potter as a hype from the second book onwards. Fourthly, the critics try to explain why Harry is so popular. Firstly, the reviews published in the New York Times will be discussed. Secondly, the reviews from USA Today will be looked at. Lastly, the reviews from the two newspapers will be compared. In the table attached the exact dates of publication of the reviews can be found.
The most striking thing about Michael Winerip’s review of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone in The New York Times is that it was published six months after the book was published in the United States. Winerip does not discuss the question whether adults like the books as well. However, he does answer the question why he believes Harry is a loveable character. Winerip reviews children’s books for the New York Times. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was first published in the United Kingdom in June 1997. However, in the United States the book was only published in September 1998. The review written by Michael Winerip was only published in 1999. It is striking that the book was reviewed this late, especially when one knows how popular the books were later on. However, this does not mean that Winerip is not enthusiastic about the book. The New York Times states that it is a children’s book, written for children between eight and twelve years. When the review was written, the world did not yet know Harry Potter. The review has 811 words and Winerip really discusses the book. He explains the plot and discusses the characters. Winerip writes in his review that: “Though all this hocus-pocus is delightful, the magic in the book is not the real magic of the book. Much like Roald Dahl, J. K. Rowling has a gift for keeping the emotions, fears and triumphs of her characters on a human scale, even while the supernatural is popping out all over” (par. 3). He states that although it is wonderful to escape into the world of magic, Rowling keeps the book human (par. 3). Harry is an ordinary boy, not different from other children; only he happens to be a wizard and not just any wizard, the only wizard ever to escape the spell used by Lord Voldemort to kill his opponents. However, Harry still struggles with the fears that any boy struggles with, according to Winerip. Furthermore, Harry is fears his first school day and is scared that he will not be able to make friends. These aspects make him a real character, just like any other boy. Although Winerip is mostly positive, he also has some criticism. He states that “throughout most of the book, the characters are impressively three-dimensional (occasionally four-dimensional!) and move along seamlessly through the narrative. However, a few times in the last four chapters, the storytelling begins to sputter, and there are twists I found irritating and contrived” (par. 8). However, he must add that Rowling has done something quite special. Overall the review is very positive. 
Two months later, the second Harry Potter review was published the New York Times. The second article is not a review but an article about the popularity of Harry Potter. The article discusses adults that like the Harry Potter books, which is interesting since it is a children’s book. Furthermore, it discusses Harry Potter as a hype. It does not go into the question why people like Harry. Even though the second Harry Potter book had not been published in America yet, there was a great demand for it and American citizens had been ordering the book through British on-line bookshops (par. 4). It is interesting that the article discusses the immense popularity of J.K Rowling’s books because the first book was reviewed so late. Harry Potter had suddenly become popular. It also discusses J.K. Rowling’s background. The readers are given more information about the author. The popularity of the books is also discussed. According to the article, the world is noisy and it is difficult to bring a children’s book the readers’ attention (par. 18). The article furthermore writes for the first time about adult readers of the books. Even though the books are written for children, mothers and daughters, fathers and sons are reading the same books (pars. 20, 21).
The first book review that can be found in the New York Times about the second Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, unfortunately shows an empty document on The New York Times website. After contact with The New York Times, it was discovered that the review could not be purchased. Therefore, the first article on this book written by the New York Times cannot be reviewed together with the other articles. 
In September 1999 Rowling published her third Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Yet again Harry has to face Lord Voldemort and conquer problems a normal 13-year-old boy does not experience. The review was published on September 5 1999 and written by Gregory Maguire. The review was published immediately after the book had been published. Maguire discusses Harry as a hype and also writes about the popularity among adults. Furthermore, he tries to answer the question why adults like the book. One of things that Maguire says is interesting. He states: “So far, in terms of plot, the books do nothing very new, but they do it brilliantly” (par. 2). He especially likes the books because in every book the readers find out more about Harry. He also writes about the fact that young and old readers as well as boys and girls like the books. He states that this requires analysis. Maguire compares Rowling to great writers such as C.S. Lewis and Lewis Carroll. It seems as if Maguire is trying to come up with an explanation why Harry is so popular. He believes that all boys and girls are trying to fit in the herd and there are few novels, according to him, that discuss this matter. Because Harry is this ordinary boy struggling with his own fears, children can relate to him. As did Lewis Carroll in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Rowling has also created a fantasy world with an ordinary child who struggles with problems a young child comes across. 
The reviews that have been reviewed so far are the official Harry Potter reviews that appeared in the book section of the New York Times. All reviews were positive about Rowling’s way of writing a children’s fantasy novel. The most striking things are that the first review appeared six months after the book was published. However, the later reviews were published soon after the books were published. It is striking that already the second review discusses the question whether the books are written for both children and adults. Although the reviews are placed in the children’s books section, the reviews discuss the popularity among adults as well. In the review of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban Maguire states that “The books have attracted legions of grown-up readers as well” (par. 2). The Harry Potter hype really started at that moment. Rowling was writing a book a year when the review was published, but Maguire predicts that at the publication of the last book “J. K. Rowling will have achieved what people who love the best children's books have long laboured after: breaking the spell of adult condescension that brands as merely cute, insignificant, second-rate the heartiest and best of children's literature” (par. 8).

Only a month after the first Harry Potter book had been published in the United States, the first review could be read in the USA Today. Cathy Hainer does write that adults like the books, but does not try to explain this. Hainer does not argue the hype around Harry. She is positive about Rowling’s first book. She also clearly states that “you don’t have to be a wizard or a kid to appreciate the spell cast by Harry Potter” (par. 12), saying that adults are also under the Harry Potter spell. She does not wonder why adults like the Harry Potter books. Another thing Hainer tries to do is to compare Harry Potter with other child characters, such as Roald Dahl’s Charlie in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, who was also able to grow beyond himself with the help of somewhat strange characters (par. 12). eeThroughout Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, Harry meets other (magical) people who help him throughout his journey. The most striking thing, however, is the fact that Hainer already in this first review speaks of the interest adults show in the book. Where The New York Times did not see the popularity among adults until the third book, USA Today starts the first review with the quote: “There’s nothing fun about the aging process. The belly sags. The memory goes bad. But no amount of gray hair need end the pleasure of reading children’s books” (par. 1). Furthermore, Hainer writes about Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone that “Stories aimed for young readers are often guileless, seeking fun for fun’s sake. Yet they can be just as witty, suspenseful and thought-provoking as adult reads, minus the angst” (par. 2).​[2]​ Hainer already predicts here that not only children can enjoy the Harry Potter books.
The second review in the USA Today was published on May 27 1999. Again Hainer is the critic responsible for the review. In this review, the focus is on the fact that adults like the books. She does not discuss the hype and does not try to answer the question why Harry is popular. In the last sentence of the review Hainer shows her opinion by stating that “Rowling has created a hero as resourceful, brave and loyal as Luke Skywalker himself” (par. 13). It is interesting that Hainer compares Harry to another great hero such as Luke Skywalker.​[3]​ Hainer discusses the fact that adults read the books as well. According to Hainer, Rowling addresses issues that children will read as amusement. She writes that whereas adults see the issues of racism and suspicion of strangers as major themes in the book, younger readers, or those looking for mere entertainment, will not detect this. She states: “But younger readers and those looking for the simple pleasures of a delightful read will be thrilled to be back at the fabulously witchy world of Hogwarts” (par. 12). This is in line with what she states in the first review, where she already predicts that the book is not written for pure entertainment and children only. Hainer stays positive in this second review and summarises the plot.
The third review, that of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban is again written by Cathy Hainer. Again the popularity among adults is the main focus of the review. She writes that in this third book “younger readers might want some guidance from parents or older siblings” (par. 8). The theme and plot of the book become more complicated and the storyline may not be understood by the young readers. While “the book whizzes along” (par. 8), older readers find out that there is more to Harry’s past and that he learns more about his own past and his magical powers as he matures.
The reviews that have been discussed here are all written by Cathy Hainer. The reviews are positive and a line can be found. Hainer discusses the popularity of Harry Potter among adults more than she discusses any other subject. 












Dutch Reviews of the First Three books

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone​[4]​
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets​[5]​
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban​[6]​
The first three Harry Potter books were received with great enthusiasm in the Netherlands. Many reviews have been written on the wizard boy. Two Dutch newspapers will be compared in this chapter. The first newspaper that will be looked at is De Volkskrant. The second newspaper is Trouw. The first striking thing is that both newspapers have not published official reviews of all the books. Trouw and De Volskrant both published one review. Although the other articles are related to Harry Potter, they do not review the book. Secondly, the articles were published after the Dutch translation had been published in the Netherlands. However, the first article that is related to Harry Potter appeared almost a year after the Dutch translation had been published. Furthermore, the issue of adults liking the books is discussed, but the critics do not come up with an explanation for this, which is different from the American critics who tried to answer the question why adults like the books. It is interesting that the newspapers seem to be more interested in the hype than in reviewing the books. Because there was only one review, it seems as if the hype is more important to write about than the books. Lastly, critics from both newspapers try to answer the question why Harry is so popular. When the first articles were published about Harry, the hype had started to take shape and the newspapers were eager to write about it.
The first review in of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone in De Volkskrant dates back to May 1999. The Dutch translation of the first book was published in the Netherlands in August 1998. The review was published late in the Netherlands. De Volkskrant did not publish a review of the first Harry Potter book. The review discussed here is a review of the first two Harry Potter books together and written by Hanneke Leliveld. The critic raises the question that adults like the books as well. This is in line with what the American critics have written, they were also interested in the adults. Furthermore, the review is mostly interested in the hype around Harry Potter. Leliveld is also interested in the question why Harry is so popular.  It is interesting to notice that the first review appeared nine months after the book had been published, which means that Harry Potter was not popular from the start. The review is a review of the first two books: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone and Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. The review first discusses Harry’s life so far and emphasises the fact that Harry is a normal boy who finds out he is a wizard. However, Leliveld also discusses why both adults and children like the books. The American critics also wrote about adults reading the books. It is interesting that Leliveld discusses the popularity amongst adults because this is the first review that appeared about Harry Potter in De Volkskrant. Even though Harry Potter is a children’s book, it was immediately popular among adults in both the United States and the Netherlands. Leliveld writes that Rowling did not have a particular age-group in mind when writing her story on young Harry and she thinks that this might be one of the reasons why Harry is so popular among all ages (par. 5).  She does not analyse this any further. She simply states that Harry Potter is on his way to become a hype. Leliveld states but does not analyse. However, she clearly discusses Harry Potter’s popularity, not just in the Netherlands, but all over the world. It is interesting that Harry Potter was already popular when the first review was published.
The second article in ​De Volkskrant was published February 10th 2000. The third book, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, had just been published in the Dutch translation when Nicoline Baartman wrote the article. The article does not discuss the fact that adults like it, but it mostly discusses the hype around Harry Potter. The hype is the focus of the review. Furthermore, Baartman tries to answer the question why Harry is so popular. This article does not review any of the books. However, the article discusses Harry’s adventures of the first two books. Furthermore, Baartman explains why people are so enthusiastic about this wizard boy. According to Baartman, there has never been any children’s book that was so popular that people had to wait in line to get hold of a book. There was never such a hype as Harry Potter. There had never been a publication party just for the publication of a children’s book (par. 6). Even though there was a hype going on in the Netherlands, Harry Potter underwear or caps could not be found, but Baartman also clearly says “not yet”(par. 2). She starts off by summarising the first Harry Potter book and explains why Harry, according to her, is such a beloved character. Until Harry was 11, he had no idea that he was a wizard and that is one of the reasons the audience loves him. He is a normal boy, but also a wizard and people feel related to him for that reason. Baartman calls Harry the chosen one (par. 17), not realising that in the last books it will become clear that he is actually called the chosen one. Baartman also writes about Rowling’s hard life before she was able to write this story. Maybe, according to Baartman, that is also one of the reasons why her books have become so popular. She was a single mum with no money, who had to write her book in a bar because her apartment was too cold. Baartman is very positive about Harry, who does not act like a hero. All the heroic things he does are the result of his luck or of his anger. He remains a normal boy which is what the readers want, according to Baartman. Baartman also writes about the second Harry Potter book: Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. The Dutch translation of the book was published in April 1999. It seems that one of the professors that appears in this book for the first time, Gilderoy Lockhart, has intrigued her. Lockhart teaches Harry how to cope with fame. He teaches him that being famous is not only enjoyable, but also takes hard work. Baartman ends the article praising J.K. Rowling. Rowling, according to Baartman is able to make magical creatures appear out of nowhere and is able to keep suspense in the books. Every book reveals more of the mystery and of Harry Potter. The books are sad but also funny. However, Rowling is very serious about one thing Baartman states at the end: “magic is something you have to learn, you have to try hard” (par. 32).​[7]​ She refers here to why she believes the books are so popular. Her answer is that Harry is an ordinary boy with magical powers, but he continues to be a boy to whom children can relate. Even though Harry has magical powers, he still has to fight hard in life.
The first article that appeared on the third Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, was written by Philip van de Poel. The translation of this third book was published in February 2000 and the article was published in the same month. The article was published immediately. The focus of the article is on the hype around Harry. The title of the article already shows what Van de Poel thinks of the Harry Potter mania: “Harry Potter-addiction is not a bad thing.”​[8]​ Van de Poel, unfortunately, does not really review the book. He writes about the day the Dutch translation came out and about the Harry Potter party specially arranged for the publication of the book. He shows more interest in the Harry Potter mania. He also discusses the fact that the question “who’s afraid of Harry Potter” was a very interesting one in the United States, because people were actually trying to ban Harry Potter from being read in the classrooms (par. 8). Van de Poel does not agree with the idea that Harry Potter should be banned from the classrooms and does not believe that Harry Potter has a bad influence on children.
Another article that can be found in De Volkskrant, but does not necessarily review the books, is by Bert Lanting. The article was published November 1999 when the first two books had already been published in the Dutch translation. Lanting writes that people in the United States seem to think that Harry Potter is the devil himself. It is clear from the article that Lanting does not share this thought. “Sure,” he says, “of course Rowling has introduced symbolism in the books. Lord Voldemort is nothing but evil. The number 666, the number of the devil, can be found in the books and Rowling announced that she would write seven Harry Potter books. According to the people who try to ban Harry Potter from the classrooms, the Harry Potter books have to be the work of the devil because they cannot come up with another explanation how the first three books are number one, two and three on the bestsellers list (par. 7). According to those who want to ban Harry Potter it can only be the work of the devil that one author can write three best-sellers in a row. An article like this shows that De Volkskrant tries to show different angles of the Harry Potter hype. Although Lanting does not believe Harry Potter should be banned, he writes about it.

Only the first article in De Volkskrant is an actual review of two Harry Potter books. The other articles mainly discuss the hype and do not explain the plot of the books. Furthermore, the first article appeared nine months after the book was published in the Netherlands. One can conclude from this that Harry Potter was not popular from the start. The first article reviews all three books in one, but the other articles provide more of an analysis of the books. The question arises whether De Volkskrant was only interested in the Harry Potter hype and not in the books. De Volkskrant does have a children’s section but the Harry Potter books were not reviewed. Similar to the American newspapers, De Volkskrant writes about all age-groups liking Harry, but there is not a clear explanation. This is interesting because the first Harry Potter books were seen as children’s books by for example The New York Times and bookshops in the Netherlands. All reviewers explain why Harry is popular, but not why he is loved by adults as well. Although the critics show analysis in these first articles, it is a pity that the reviewers do not really get into the questions they ask themselves, such as why Harry is so popular and why all age groups tend to like the books. De Volkskrant is very interested in the popularity and chooses to explore that instead of reviewing the books.

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone has not been reviewed in Trouw. The first article on J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter was published June 26th, 1999 and written by Nanda Roep. The two Dutch newspapers published their first articles on Harry Potter almost a year after the book had been published in the Dutch translation. Again the question arises, as it did with De Volkskrant, why Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone has not been reviewed. Roep does not address the fact that adults like the book and does not answer the question why she believes Harry is popular. Roep starts off writing about J.K. Rowling’s struggles as a single mum. This can be expected from Trouw because it is a newspaper that focuses on social issues.​[9]​ The second Harry Potter book had already been published when this article was written and it is strange that the first article appeared more than a year later. Roep gives a very short summary of the first Harry Potter book. The only thing she says is that he is invited to attend Hogwart’s school of witchcraft and wizardry and that he turns out to be a wizard. Furthermore, she describes the magical world Rowling creates for her readers (par. 3). Roep clearly does not agree with the comparison between J.K. Rowling and Roald Dahl which was, according to her, made by other critics. According to Roep they are both imaginative but there’s nothing more. She prefers Rowling over Dahl because Rowling manages to create a real world with ordinary people, whereas she cannot say this of Dahl (par. 5). It is interesting that the comparison with Dahl is made, because Dahl is one of history’s most popular writer of children’s books.  Roep is extremely positive and claims that Rowling keeps her readers in suspense, which is often said by Dutch critics to explain why Harry Potter is so popular. The reader simply wants to know what happens next. Roep praises Rowling for the way she has thought about every little detail in the book and, furthermore, loves the way Harry reminds her of a knight (par 8).  
The second article was published in February 2000. It was published just before the third book was about to be published in Dutch. It does not review the second book but tries to analyse the Harry Potter-hype. It is interesting that the second book as well as the first was not reviewed by Trouw. De Volkskrant immediately published an article after the second book. The hype is the focus of the article by Alfra Brotman. Furthermore, the popularity amongst adults is discussed. Brotman discusses the success Harry Potter has amongst adults and children. She states that it does not come as a surprise that children like the books. The books are funny and scary and for children that is a recipe for success. Adults, however, want to believe that they like the books for other reasons. Brotman writes that it seems as if everybody wonders why Harry Potter is so popular amongst children and adults, boys and girls, and especially why he is so popular in the world. Both De Volkskrant and the American newspapers wonder about the same thing. Brotman also states that Harry had a slow start in the Netherlands. The books became popular after the second book had been published (par. 2). She does not give an explanation why Harry became popular after the second book. Bookshops had trouble selling the books because they are not typical children’s books (par. 8). Brotman also raises the question whether Harry Potter is a directed hype, but she immediately dismisses this idea. She says that Harry Potter really had to fight his way up out of nothing. Harry Potter is not a typical children’s book (par. 4) but it is still seen as a children’s book. It does not have the illustrations that one would normally expect in a children’s book. It became so popular because the story is strong. Originally, the book was declined by eight publishers. A small publisher, Bloomsbury, thought the manuscript was brilliant and decided to publish it. Maybe that is also one of the magical things about the entire Harry Potter story according to Brotman (par. 3). Brotman provides the reader with a history of what happened before Harry Potter and how and when it became a hype.
The third review was again written by Nanda Roep. This is a real review of the third Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. The Dutch translation was published in the Netherlands in February 2000 and the article was published  February 12 of the same year; so the book was immediately reviewed. Roep reviews the book and does not go into the question whether adults like it as well.  Roep begins by stating that it was likely that the Harry Potter books would get worse because Rowling was extremely successful with her first two books; she had just signed a contract with Warner Brothers for the film rights and she had announced that she would write seven Potter books. According to Roep, it is difficult for an author to stay successful  after all the previous success (par. 1). According to Roep, it was a sensational happening that the third book was published in the Netherlands because of the simple reason that it was a Harry Potter book. However, Roep thinks it was even more exciting because this book would prove whether Rowling was really as good an author as everybody thought. Many fail, but Rowling did not.  Roep claims that it almost seems impossible for the Harry Potter project to fail (par. 2).  She then starts explaining what happened in the previous books, but is very enthusiastic about Rowling’s third book. Roep writes that Rowling has managed to link pieces together in the books. A tree that played a small role in the second book, is very important in The Prisoner of Azkaban. Her opinion becomes very clear when she says that “it is incredible, but in the over 300 pages there is not one dull moment” (par. 10).​[10]​ Even though Roep misses the sensational end of the book, she does not believe the end is boring. Rowling does not end the third book with a climax but she chooses to unravel some unanswered questions by means of a dialogue. Roep is very enthusiastic about this third book and says she cannot wait to read the fourth. She hopes that Harry will mature and that some mysteries will be solved. She loves the suspense Rowling has put in her books (par. 12). This is, according to her,  one of the reasons why Harry Potter is as popular as he is. 

Trouw has published many articles on Harry Potter but it seems a shame that the first two books have not been reviewed. Furthermore, it is interesting that the reviews appeared very late. The first review was published 10 months after the book was published in Dutch. The second review appeared eight months after the second book had been published. Only the third book gets a real review and this review was published immediately after the book had come out. Moreover, Trouw discusses the popularity amongst adults as well as the hype more than anything else. One thing that can definitely be said about Trouw is that the critics show much interest in the background of the books. Trouw already speaks of a hype after the second book had been published. 





American and Dutch Reviews of the First Three Harry Potter Books Compared

This chapter will focus on the differences between the newspapers in their countries and furthermore on the differences and similarities between the countries. 
Firstly, the publication of the articles will be discussed. Secondly, the critics’ reaction to adults liking the books will be looked at. Thirdly, whether the newspapers published official reviews or an article on the hype will be looked at. Fourthly, the way critics discussed the hype will be discussed. Furthermore, the articles that discuss the anti Harry Potter movement will be looked at. Furthermore, the different critics will be discussed. Lastly, the critics’ different reasons for liking Harry will be considered. 
The first striking difference between the newspapers De Volkskrant, Trouw and The New York Times is that in the Netherlands the first reviews only appeared when the second Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets had been published in the Dutch translation. For both countries it is striking that the very first review dates back to 1999. The New York Times published its first article in February 1999, whereas in De Volkskrant the first review appeared in May 1999 and in Trouw in June 1999. This raises some questions. In the United States Harry Potter and the Scorcerer’s Stone was published in 1997. The Dutch translation was published in 1998. The first reviews were published a year after the book had been published for the three newspapers. One can conclude from this that Harry Potter was not immediately popular, neither in the United States, nor in the Netherlands. It is difficult to answer the question why it took the three newspapers The New York Times, De Volkskrant and Trouw so long before the first review was published. It is odd because in all these newspapers reviews of children’s books can be found. The books were reviewed when J.K. Rowling’s books became popular amongst adults as well as children. October 20th, 1998 USA Today published its first article related to Harry Potter. This was only a month after Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone had been published in the United States. This is the only newspaper that wrote about Harry Potter from the beginning onwards. 

Furthermore, all newspapers are amazed by Harry Potter’s  popularity amongst adults. Although The New York Times really states that Harry Potter has been written for children, De Volkskrant does not explicitly state this. In the first review of Volkskrant, written by Hanneke Leliveld, it is stated that J.K. Rowling did not have a particular age-group in mind when writing Harry Potter. In The New York Times the review states that Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone was written for children and that it is amazing that adults have take such a liking to the book. Both newspaper discuss the hype around Harry Potter and almost every single review discusses the popularity amongst adults. The Dutch reviewer Hanneke Leliveld thinks that Harry is so popular amongst all ages because Rowling did not have a particular age group in mind when writing about Harry. This is not what Maguire states; he analyses why adults like Harry Potter as much as they do.  First, the review of the Harry Potter books can be found in the children’s section of New York Times. This already shows that the newspaper believes they had been written for children. Secondly, Maguire really tries to analyse the popularity amongst adults. He compares Harry Potter to other children’s books and does not necessarily believe that Harry is popular because of who he is or what he does, but because Rowling managed to write in such a way that the Harry Potter books are accessible for adults. This is different from what Leliveld says. Leliveld explains Harry’s popularity in a more ordinary way and does not analyse this any further. The American newspaper USA Today raises the issue of popularity among adults in every single review, but does not analyse why adults like the book.  Trouw does not look into the fact that adults like the book. This is interesting because in the Netherlands the Harry Potter books are popular amongst adults as well. Even though the Dutch newspaper Trouw does bring up the fact that adults take an interest in the books as well, the critic does not elaborate on this. 

Another difference between the countries is that De Volkskrant and Trouw do not necessarily review the Harry Potter books, whereas The New York Times and USA Today reviewed all books. This makes it hard to compare the articles. The Dutch newspaper gives a simple analysis of the Harry Potter-hype. The American newspapers do this as well, but also review the books separately. De Volkskrant and Trouw immediately discuss the hype that Harry Potter was about to become. Trouw shows much interest in the background of the Harry Potter books. The newspaper does not only raise the issue of popularity among adults, but shows the reader J.K. Rowling’s background. Thus Rowling becomes a real person. The reviews that can be found in USA Today are real reviews and do not go into the background of the books. The main difference between the countries is that in the United States a review of every single book can be found, whereas in the Netherlands this was not done regularly.

Although differences can be found, it is interesting that all these newspapers show one striking similarity. The Harry Potter hype is the most important item in the different articles. Although The New York Times reviews the books, the critics also get into the Harry Potter hype. In the Netherlands, the hype seems to be more important than in the United States, although, the newspapers from both countries discuss Harry’s popularity from the second review onwards. This is striking, knowing that the first reviews appeared almost a year after the book was published.
The critics all give different reasons for liking Harry Potter. There is one thing, though, that all critics have in common. Harry is an ordinary boy who happens to have magical powers. Nevertheless, he experiences what most children undergo, which is one of the reasons why children feel related to him. Furthermore, the suspense that Rowling has created in her books is what makes them so good, according to the critics. They believe the reader wants to read more because of the suspense.
It is also interesting to take a look at the articles that have appeared about the opposition to Harry Potter. In the New York Times an article can be found that discusses conservative ideas against Harry Potter. Although the author of the article does not agree with these ideas, the opinion of this group was publicized . In the Dutch newspaper De Volkskrant, a similar article was published, also discussing the conservative ideas of some groups in the United States. However, the article only discusses the American points of view. It is interesting, though, that both newspapers decided to write an article to inform the readers that not everybody likes Harry. 


Another interesting thing is that in The New York Times all reviews were written by different critics. It is, therefore, difficult to see whether the critics changed their mind over the years. In De Volkskrant two articles were written by the same critic. In USA Today, all reviews were written by the same critic, in Trouw, two of the three reviews were written by the same critic. The Dutch critic, Nanda Roep, is very positive about Harry. She wrote both an article that explains the hype as well as a real review. She clearly analyses what Rowling had to go through before her Harry Potter books became popular.

To conclude, the first striking difference between the countries is that in the Netherlands both newspapers published the first Harry Potter articles a year after the Dutch translation of  Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone had been published. The New York Times also published its first article rather late, but USA Today published its first article only a month after the first book appeared. This is an interesting fact, knowing that nowadays one is not likely to find  people who have never heard of J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter books.  This, of course, raises the question why the three newspapers The New York Times, De Volkskrant and Trouw did not recognise the upcoming popularity of the book when it was published in 1997. The second similarity between the countries is that all newspapers write about the popularity of the books amongst adults. Most newspapers also try to give an explanation for this popularity. This is especially striking because the first three Harry Potter books were seen as children’s books. The main reason the critics give for Harry’s popularity is that he is an ordinary boy who happens to be a wizard. Everybody can relate to him. Harry experiences what any teenage boy experiences. Thirdly, the American newspapers review the three books, whereas the Dutch newspapers wrote many articles about J.K. Rowling’s books, but never really reviewed the books. Trouw published a review of the third book and De Volkskrant reviewed the first and second book in one review. The Dutch newspapers write more about the hype around Harry than the magic of the books itself. Finally, it is interesting to see that in the Dutch newspaper Trouw and the American newspaper USA Today the same critic wrote some of the reviews, whereas in the other newspapers all reviews were written by different critics. It can be said that the newspapers chose to have a Harry Potter specialist. The critics were continuously positive about the Harry Potter books. It will be interesting to see whether the same critics will continue with their reviews for the last four Harry Potter books. 






American Reviews of the Last Four Books

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
The final four Harry Potter books have a more adult character than the first three. Therefore, these last four books will be compared to find out how different critics have responded to these last four books in comparison with the first three books. First the reviews in the The New York Times will be discussed. Then the reviews in USA Today will be looked at. Finally their differences and similarities will be discussed. The focus will be on the fact that the critics have written actual reviews. Furthermore, these last books have a darker character than the previous three books and the critics have responded to that. Moreover, the question whether the critics discuss the fact that adults like the books will be discussed again. Furthermore, the question why Harry is so popular will be looked at. 

The official review in The New York Times was published on July 10th  2000, only two days after the book was published. Janet Maslin has written the review. Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was immediately reviewed. Maslin mainly discusses the hype and informs the reader that this book is darker than the previous ones. Furthermore, she writes about the suspense, which is why both adults and children like to read it. The first striking thing that Maslin writes in the article is: “The funny thing about Harry Potter is that he was famous from the start” (par. 1). What Maslin means here is the fact that in the book Harry Potter was famous from the moment he survived the spell Lord Voldemort put on him, when he was just a baby. However, she immediately writes about the “Harrymania” as she calls it. She discusses the fact that Harry Potter is a must-have in the world, which can be seen by the film hype and the Harry Potter Christmas gifts that are sold by the minute. Maslin continues with the contents of the new Harry Potter book. She states that “ [Rowling] has turned this odds-defying new book into everything it promised to be” (par. 3). Furthermore, Maslin gives her reason for the fact that Harry Potter has become so popular all around the world: “what makes the Potter books so popular is the radically simple fact that they're so good” (par. 3). Maslin explains that Rowling has shaped the books and leads the reader into a certain direction. The reader wants to continue reading and is anxious to find out what will happen to Harry and his friends. Rowling has created suspense and that is one of the reasons the book is so good. She then writes about the book itself and gives a clear review of the book. This book is, according to Maslin, as good as she expected from Rowling. However, the only negative aspect Maslin points out is the beginning of the book, which is dark and sinister. Another point that Maslin describes is the popularity among adults. Although she does not expand on this, she writes that “Never has one author done so much to make readers of all ages long to be at school” (par. 7). She clearly shows here that adults, as well as children, like the books. Furthermore, she writes about the previous Harry Potter books:

The series' first book served primarily as an introduction, though its intrigue involved a three-headed monster guarding the Sorcerer's Stone of the title. Then, in the weaker Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Ms. Rowling drifted into a ghastly special effects denouement, replete with giant spiders, that provided the book's most unappetizing scenario. With Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, she arrived at a more trickily convoluted finale, to the point where you might have fried an egg on the forehead of anyone trying to sort out the book's climactic moves (par. 13).
According to Maslin the fourth book has the best plot until now and is twice as difficult in content as the previous books. Both this and the next generation will enjoy reading this book, according to Maslin. 

The first review that appeared of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix was published on June 21st 2003, the same day the book was published. Michiko Kakutani wrote the review for The New York Times. At the end of book four, Lord Voldemort had returned, which makes this book darker than its predecessors. Kakutani also realises this. Kakutani does not write about Harry’s popularity but really reviews the book. She summarises what happens and analyses Harry’s behaviour, which is not the behaviour of a good schoolboy. Kakutani says that “because Harry is often in an irritable mood and spends much of the opening chapters brooding about his problems, The Order of the Phoenix gets off to a somewhat ponderous start” (par. 6). The book is darker and has less humour than the previous books. In this book, Rowling also takes much interest in the emotional side of the adolescent main characters. As Harry and his friends mature and reach puberty, they increasingly encounter problems inherent to that age. Kakutani writes that emotional growth does not often show in other children’s books. Again Rowling’s storytelling skills are praised by the critic. Kakutani also explains why she thinks both adults and children like the books: “One of the things that has made the Potter books so appealing to children and many adults is Ms. Rowling's magpie ability to take archetypes and plot points from myriad sources -- myths, fairy tales, children's classics and movies -- and alchemize them into something new” (par. 11). The critic, furthermore, really analyses the book itself and the reader gets a very good idea of what the book is about. Moreover, Kakutani appreciates Rowling’s style of writing for creating suspense.
The review of Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince was published July 16th 2005, the same day the book was published, and was written by Michiko Kakutani. Kakutani also wrote the previous review, which makes it easier to compare the two reviews. Kakutani’s focus is on the fact that yet again the book has become darker and she writes that maybe the sixth book contains scenes that are not fit for the younger readers. She believes the Harry Potter books are so popular because Rowling manages to create suspense. Kakutani really reviews the book. It is interesting to see that Kakutani seems to like comparing Harry Potter to Luke Skywalker, something Cathy Hainer from USA Today also did . Luke Skywalker, the hero in the Star Wars series, faces the same battles Harry has to face. It is interesting that she chooses a hero who was also, like Harry, a  character from a book that has been put on the big screen. Kakutani, furthermore, believes this sixth book is darker and more violent than the previous books. She states that “two of the novel's final scenes may well be too alarming for the youngest readers” (par. 9). Kakutani begins her review by summarising the book and ends her article explaining Rowling’s genius way of writing, comparing the Harry Potter books to great classics such as Lord of the Rings. The books can be compared because both Tolkien, the author of Lord of the Rings, and Rowling have managed to create a world of fantasy that appeals to everybody. Kakutani does have some criticism: “The Half-Blood Prince suffers, at moments, from an excess of exposition” (par. 14). Kakutani easily overlooks this because of the suspense in the book. She ends her article by writing: 
We want to know more about Harry's parents - how they met and married and died - 
because that may tell us more about Harry's own yearnings and decisions. We want to know more about Dumbledore's desire to believe the best of everyone because that may shed light on whom he chooses to trust. We want to know more about the circumstances of Tom Riddle's birth because that may shed light on his decision to reinvent himself as Lord Voldemort. (par. 17)
She here explains how Rowling manages to keep the public interested and how Rowling manages to create suspense. Kakutani gives a list of all the things she still wants to find out about Harry. The readers want to know everything and Kakutani cannot wait for the next book to be published, so that she will finally get answers to the many questions that are still waiting to be answered.

Michiko Kakutani also wrote the review of the last Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. The review was published on July 19th 2007, two days before the book was published. This may seem odd but Kakutani writes that she purchased the book before its official release date. The focus of her review is on the suspense in the books and her analysis of adults liking the books as well. In this review she tries to summarise how Rowling manages to keep the tension in her books until the end. She writes: “With each installment, the “Potter” series has grown increasingly dark, and this volume — a copy of which was purchased at a New York City store yesterday, though the book is embargoed for release until 12:01 a.m. on Saturday — is no exception” (par. 2). Kakutani writes this review the way she wrote the previous two reviews. She compares Harry to other heroes such as King Arthur and Henry V, but has chosen to really review the book, meaning that she writes about the book itself and not about the hype around Harry Potter. It is a known fact that Harry is popular and she does not explain much about Harry any more. The last paragraph she writes is a very interesting one: 
	The world of Harry Potter is a place where the mundane and the marvellous, the 
	ordinary and the surreal coexist. It’s a place where cars can fly and owls can deliver 
	the mail, a place where paintings talk and a mirror reflects people’s innermost desires. 
	It’s also a place utterly recognizable to readers, a place where death and the 
	catastrophes of daily life are inevitable, and people’s lives are defined by love and loss 
	and hope — the same way they are in our own mortal world (par. 10).
This quote is in a way an answer to the question why adults like Harry Potter as much as children do. They too find what they want in the Harry Potter books.
Kakutani is enthusiastic about the books, but also shows criticism in her review. 
Apart from the first review, the other official reviews were written by Michigo Kakutani. She is very consistent in her way of writing and writes about the book more than she discusses the hype. Furthermore, she likes to compare Harry to other great heroes such as king Arthur and especially Luke Skywalker. She discusses Harry’s popularity in the world. However, she also addresses the fact that these last books are darker than the previous ones, even implying at one point that younger readers will have difficulties with some of the scenes. Unlike the procedure regarding the review of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Kakutani really dives into the book itself and does not merely discuss the Harry Potter-hype. Moreover, Kakutani discusses the popularity among adults and children and gives an extensive reason for that. 

For USA Today Deirdre Donahue is the critic who wrote the review of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. The review was published only two days after the book had been published. It  is striking that Donahue is not positive about the book. This is different from the review in The New York Times, which had a positive review. This is mostly due to the fact that she reviews the book as a children’s book and writes that some things are too dark for younger readers. She writes that “This installment has the telltale loping pace and paper-chewing verbosity that best-selling authors develop when they try to write a book a year” (par. 2).  Nanda Roep, who wrote the review of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban in Trouw, states in that review that, although one would expect Rowling to fail, she believes Rowling has proven the opposite. Donahue states: “The first two books can be read and reread for pleasure, but once is plenty for Goblet of Fire” (par. 2). She then explains the plot of the book but does so without any enthusiasm. The most striking thing is that she thinks this book should not be read by young children. She writes for example that “It's amusing to adults but rather insidey for a children’s book” (par. 13). Donahue means that in this fourth Harry Potter book, Rowling uses jokes that are more difficult for the younger readers to understand. Donahue clearly shows her opinion in this short review of the fourth Harry Potter book and she explicitly states what she thinks of the book, with a negative result. 
The fifth Harry Potter book was published June 20th,  2003 in USA Today .  This review has again been written by Deirdre Donahue. The focus of her review is that the book is darker and that it will frighten the younger readers. This is in line with what Kakutani wrote for The New York Times. She clearly states her opinion in this review and, in contrast to her opinion of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, is very positive in this review: “Rowling has regained the ability to create an enchanting parallel world where witches and wizards live. And we Muggles (ordinary people) can only dream of joining” (par. 3). What is interesting is that Donahue, as she did in the previous review, looks at the way children will read this fifth book. She states: “Phoenix will not frighten the under-9 crowd, but it will confuse them” (par. 9). Furthermore, she writes that the novel explores young adult issues. What Rowling explores exactly, she does not explains.  Donahue does not really try to explain the issues addressed in Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, she simply states what happens in the book but does not analyse. Although this book might not be suitable for younger readers in her opinion, she does not explain why exactly. Donahue simply states that the book is too dark and sinister.
Again written by Deirdre Donahue is the review of the sixth Harry Potter book: Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince. The review was published July 18th 2005, two days after the book was published in the United States. The focus of her review is on the fact that it is not a children’s book because it is darker than ever. Donahue explains why she thinks the Harry Potter books are popular. The first sentence Donahue uses is striking: “There is really only one flaw in the sixth installment of J.K. Rowling's series, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince: It is not a kids' book” (par. 1). Unfortunately, Donahue does not explain why she think the book is not fit for children. Already in her first two reviews, Donahue wrote that the books are not meant to be read by children, but she does not state it as clearly as she does in this review. Rowling lets Harry age in every book and was expecting her readers to grow with Harry. Donahue furthermore states that “It has clearly evolved from a charming tale of a mistreated orphan making his way through the world's coolest boarding school to the serious saga of a knight going forth to battle evil in the fascinating form of Lord Voldemort” (par. 4). It is interesting to compare this remark with Kakutani’s from The New York Times, who compared Harry Potter to Luke Skywalker and King Arthur. However, Donahue does not elaborate on this remark. Donahue ends her review as follows: “OK, this reader thinks these elements are a bit grim for young readers but, hey, I can't wait for Book 7” (par. 10). This quote shows that Donahue also praises the suspense Rowling has managed to create. She does not really try to analyse, but simply states what she thinks of the book.
USA Today published the review of the seventh Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows on July 23rd 2007. After many speculations about how Harry would end up, the book was finally published on 21 July. Again, Deirdre Donahue wrote the review. Before the last book had been published, there were many speculations about the death of one of the main characters. Donahue addresses the parents in her review: “Parents, you can relax. Grief counselors will not be required at bedsides and sleep-away camps around the world” (par. 2). In the previous reviews Donahue warned the parents about the grim character of the book. In this review, Donahue believes that the seventh book can be read by children. Furthermore, Donahue explains the plot of the book, but also tries to answer the question why Harry is so popular. She writes: “With the series at the end, the question remains: What explains Rowling's appeal? Perhaps it is that her imaginative creativity infuses her unparalleled range. The pages fly because of the suspense” (par. 9). Again one can see that suspense is one of the main things that make Harry Potter so popular. Donahue clearly shows her opinion of the books and is very positive about the Harry Potter books. The last sentence that Donahue uses shows her positive thoughts on J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series: “The world owes J.K. Rowling a big thank-you. It has been truly magical” (par. 12).




Dutch Reviews of the Last Four Books

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire​[11]​
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix​[12]​
Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince​[13]​
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows ​[14]​

It is interesting to see whether the Dutch newspapers reviewed the books when they were published in the original language or whether they waited for the Dutch translation to be published. First the reviews in De Volkskrant will be looked at. Then the reviews in Trouw will be discussed. Finally a comparison between the two Dutch newspapers will be made. The focus will be on be on the fact that the critics have written actual reviews. Furthermore, these last books have a darker character than the previous three books and the critics have responded to that. Moreover, the question whether the critics discuss the fact that adults like the books will be discussed. Furthermore, the question why Harry is so popular according to the critics will be looked at. 

The first review that appeared in De Volkskrant was published December 15th 2000. This is after the Dutch translation of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire was published. Marieke Henselmans, the critic who wrote the review, mainly discusses the Harry Potter hype and in line with the American critics, the grim character of the book. Many articles were written when the book was published in England and the United States in July 2000, but De Volkskrant did not publish a review after the publication of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. The articles that were published after the original publication of the book discuss the popularity of this fourth book by J.K. Rowling, but do not review the book. The article discussed here reviews the Dutch translation of the fourth Harry Potter book. It is not a review as one would expect. It does not only review the fourth book, but also summarises the previous three books. Furthermore, Henselmans discusses the hype around Harry Potter. Although she discusses the media who try to explain the popularity of the books, she herself does not explain this in detail. Henselmans states various interesting details that this Harry hype has brought about. She writes about 11-year-olds learning English to be able to read the Harry Potter books, philosophers who try to explain Harry’s popularity and she rightfully asks the reader: “What’s going on here?” (par. 5).​[15]​ Furthermore, she states that Harry’s popularity can hardly be called a hype because a hype peaks and goes away, whereas one does not need to be a fortune-teller to see that Harry Potter is on its way to become a classic (par. 6). When she discusses the fourth book, Henselmans wonders whether the death of a certain person is not too much for 11-year-olds. She immediately answers her own question by saying that Harry has matured and so have the readers (par. 11). It is also important to mention that Henselmans praises Wiebe Buddingh’’s translation, who translated all the Harry Potter books, and hopes he will translate the last Harry Potter books as well. She writes that his translations are up to date and that the fantasy words have been chosen with humour. It is interesting that Henselmans does not say whether she has read the fourth book in the original language. Henselmans does not really show her opinion in this review. She writes what children think of the books and does not explicitly write about adults liking the books as well. 
The review of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix was published in De Volkskrant on June 23rd, 2003, two days after the book was published in English. Pay-Uun Hiu, the critic, begins her review by stating that the tasks Harry and his friends have to complete have again become harder. It is interesting that De Volkskrant has chosen to review the book after publication in the original language, something that had not been done before in the newspaper. Pay-Uun Hiu mainly discusses the Harry Potter hype and believes that Harry Potter is not a children’s book any more. She, furthermore, writes about more than just the plot of the book. In Amsterdam people could buy the fourth Harry Potter book at midnight and Pay-Uun Hiu writes about the popularity of this sale. Moreover, she writes that Harry has grown beyond the children’s book market, which is not only due to his popularity, but also because Harry is not the 11-year-old boy any more that he was in the first book. She explains why the tasks are harder in this book and states, furthermore, that Harry is maturing. In this book Harry is an adolescent, not a little boy any more. Pay-Uun Hiu is enthusiastic about the book. It does not bother her that the book has 766 pages. Rowling can justify this and the reader will not be disturbed by this. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix was not reviewed by De Volkskrant after the Dutch publication. It is a pity that the Dutch translation does not get extra attention.
Also by Pay-Uun Hiu is the review of the sixth Harry Potter book: Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince. The review was published only two days after the book was published in the original language. The title of the review already shows what Pay-Uun Hiu thinks of the book: “New Potter is heavy and dark.”​[16]​ Pay-Uun Hiu describes that the world that Rowling has created for Harry has become darker and the evil has become public (par. 3). Both American critics also discuss the grimness of the sixth book. The focus of this review is on the grimness of the book. She does not answer the question why adults like the  books, but explains how Harry grows in the books. It is interesting that Pay-Uun Hiu writes that Harry grows along with his trials. In the first book, he is an 11-year-old boy with hardly any powers, but Lord Voldemort also has less power. In the sixth book, Harry is a 16-year-old adolescent and Lord Voldemort has full control of his powers again. They have both grown and this growth can be seen. Furthermore, she writes that the book is not easy any more, the story is more complex than its predecessors and death is not an uncommon phenomenon in this volume. However, although the book is grim, there is still enough humour in the book. The last sentence is striking because Pay-Uun Hiu shows how eager she was for the last book to be published. She is curious for the last book, writing that it will be a hard task for both Harry and J.K. Rowling, who has to weave the various elements of the previous books together in the last book. Pay-Uun Hiu does not think that it will be a story that will be told too fast. She thinks that it will again be a piece of artwork by Rowling (par. 8). So she is very enthusiastic about the Potter books. One of the reasons why Pay-Uun Hiu is so enthusiastic about the Harry Potter books, is the suspense. This is in line with what the American critics thought as well. The book was not reviewed after the Dutch translation was published. Various articles have been written, but they were about the popularity after the Dutch translation was published. The hype was more important to write about than an actual review after the Dutch translation.
The review of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows was published in De Volkskrant on July 21st, 2007, the same day the book was published in the original language. The review was written by Frits van der Waa. He believes that the seventh book lives up to the expectations of the readers, especially because it keeps the reader in suspense up to the end . Again suspense is what seems to be most important about the Harry Potter books. Along with Pay-Uun Hiu, Van der Waar also discusses the fact the Harry has grown and so have his readers (par. 3). He also writes that Harry was a bit slower because in the ten years it took Rowling to write the books, Harry aged 7 years and his readers 10. Furthermore, the evil has grown as well. Van der Waa explains the plot, writing that beloved characters will be killed and that not only children will shed tears. Van der Waa is very positive about this last Harry Potter book and praises Rowling for the lesson in morality she teaches the reader. The reason why Harry is able to fight and eventually beat Lord Voldemort, is that Harry has the power to love. Lord Voldemort does not have this power and therefore misses out on the most important thing in life, according to the last book. De Volkskrant did not publish a review of Harry Potter and the Deatlhy Hallows after the Dutch translation of the book. The articles that can be found discuss the interest of children in the last books but do not review the book as such, because the young adults and adults have probably already read the books in English according to Henselmans (par. 5).
The most interesting finding in the reviews of De Volkskrant is that all critics agree that the books have become darker and that the readers have to grow with Harry. Except for the review of the fourth book, the other reviews were published after the original publications of the Harry Potter books. This is probably due to the fact that Harry had gained immense popularity in the Netherlands and the books were often read after the English version had been published. The question why adults like the books as well as younger readers is not answered. It is a fact that adults read the Harry Potter books and the critics agree on the fact that the readers have grown, just as Harry has.

Trouw did not publish a review of the fourth Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire. Trouw did publish a number of articles, but they discuss issues around the Harry Potter hype. One article discusses the fact that a nine-year-old discovered a mistake in the fourth book, another article is about the Dutch Harry Potter audio books, but no real review has been written. The question arises why the book has not been reviewed. Harry is popular enough in the Netherlands. It is interesting, though, that the hype seems to be so important for Trouw. This may be due to the fact that Trouw is a newspaper that focuses on social issues. In earlier reviews it became clear that Trouw focuses on social issues. 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix was reviewed by Trouw and published June 28th, 2003, five days after the publication of the English original. The critic, Peter de Boer, mainly discusses the suspense that is so important in the books. Furthermore, he questions the hype because he believes Harry Potter has grown beyond the hype. He does not believe that Harry Potter can be called a hype because of his popularity over the years. A hype peaks and goes away, whereas Harry Potter’s popularity seems to be endless. Moreover, he shares the idea with other critics, that the book has a darker character. The review starts off with a personal anecdote that immediately grasps the reader’s attention. He writes that on the day of publication, he was standing in line to buy two copies of the fifth Harry Potter book, one for himself and one for his daughter, who found it impossible to wait until her father had finished the book (par. 2). His daughter was anxious to read the next Harry Potter book. J.K Rowling’s ability to create suspense is apparently very important for the reader. He then states that J.K. Rowling did not need the media for Harry’s popularity. According to De Boer she did it all by herself. Harry was not popular from the start, but because the books are so good and full of suspense, they have become popular. De Boer, furthermore, writes that there is only one thing that he would like to say about the entire Harry Potter hype, because too much has been written about it already. He thinks it is a pity that one should call Harry Potter a hype because the books were written brilliantly (par. 4). De Volkskrant also states that Harry Potter is more than a hype. It is striking that De Boer then writes about what other Dutch critics have written about the books, mostly positive comments. He explains the plot and then starts analysing. He writes that darkness dominates this book, although Rowling does make it a bit lighter by her witty remarks. This is another thing that both Henselmans and Pay-Uun Hiu from De Volkskrant agree on as well. De Boer furthermore writes that everything is different in this book, because the good characters are not necessarily always good. De Boer writes that this book uses more psychology than the previous books and believes that this is exactly what makes this book the best book of the series (par. 10). One example is that Harry sometimes feels Lord Voldemort’s thoughts, even thinking bad things. The reader is in Harry’s mind and so also in Lord Voldemort’s. De Boer gives an analysis of the book and explains why he thinks this book is so good. 

The first article on Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince in Trouw dates back to November 19, 2005. Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince was originally published in July 2005 but Trouw did not publish a review after the book had been published in its original language. The article is an analysis of the book. Agnes Andeweg wonders about questions such as whether Harry Potter is good or bad for children. This is what Deirdre Donahue, the critic for USA Today, wonders about as well. The focus of her article is on the grim character of the book. All critics, including Andeweg, seem to agree that the sixth Harry Potter book is scarier than ever. Andeweg begins her analysis by comparing this book with older novels such as Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and novels by Stephen King. She believes that these novels create the surroundings of the Harry Potter books (par. 2). Voldemort is compared to Dracula. It is interesting that these novels are for adults and not children and that Andeweg compares the Harry Potter books to adult literature. According to Andeweg the Potter books get more gruesome, because the evil closes in but stays recognisable (par. 5). Andeweg shows analysis, but unfortunately does not review the book as such. Her focus is on all Harry Potter books and she does not merely discuss the sixth book. She dives into the characters and compares them to other characters in literature. However, she also writes that Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince is not as funny as its predecessors. It is interesting, though, that she does not necessarily see Harry Potter as a children’s book, although she does not answer the question why adults like the books. 
The article of the last Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, is not a review in Trouw. The article discusses the popularity of the last book and the rapidity of the sale of the last book. Different fans get a chance to say something about the seventh book. It seems strange that the last book has not been reviewed properly, because the previous Harry Potter books were very popular and were almost always reviewed by Trouw. It is interesting that this last book, the grand finale, has not been reviewed. 

It is striking that Trouw only published two reviews of the last four Harry Potter books. However, the reviews that were published show real analysis and do not just explain the plots of the books. The reviews have been written by different critics. Harry’s popularity was discussed in the reviews, and both reviews state that the brilliance of the book is the reason for Harry’s popularity, without any need of the media. Although it is stated that the books have become darker, the critics do not say that they are unfit for children.















American and Dutch Reviews of the Last Four Books Compared

In the previous chapters, two Dutch and two American newspapers have been compared. Various  reviews from the newspapers have been discussed. It is interesting to see where the differences and similarities between the countries can be found and how Harry Potter has been received by the different newspapers. In chapter three it became clear that The New York Times and De Volkskrant both review the books and analyse them. The reviews of the last four books were actual reviews, discussing the separate books and not only focusing on the Harry Potter hype. The critics mostly agreed. They all think that the books have become more sinister over the years. 

It is striking that the Dutch newspaper Trouw did not publish many reviews, or articles, on Harry Potter. Reviews can be found, and articles as well, but overall the number is not as high as in the other newspapers. It should be added though that the articles that were published actually discuss interesting details of the Harry Potter mania. It is a pity, though, that many of those articles were not really reviews of the books. The articles mainly dealt with Harry Potter and not the separate books. This is probably due to the fact that for Trouw social stories are very important. 

The American newspapers pay attention to the question why adults are interested in Harry Potter. The Dutch newspapers did not write about the question why adults like the books. According to the Dutch critics it is a fact that adults like them.. However, in the American newspapers, differences can easily be detected. Where The New York Times tries to answer the question why adults like the Harry Potter books, USA Today keeps on seeing the Harry Potter books as children’s books and warns parents about the intensity  of the books. Furthermore, it is interesting that the Dutch newspapers both agree on the fact that the last four Harry Potter books are still fit for children. The American newspaper USA Today, on the other hand believes that the books have become too sinister for children and are not fit for them to read unsupervised. 

All newspapers agree that the Harry Potter books are good. The main reason the critics give for the popularity of the Harry Potter books is the way Rowling manages to create suspense in her books.  Rowling manages to write in such a way that all readers, young and old, want to know what will happen next to Harry.

All newspapers are interested in the Harry Potter hype. Trouw and USA Today write more about the hype than the other two newspapers. A difference with the earlier reviews, though, is that now the critics are not sure whether it is a hype, as a hype has a peak and fades away. This cannot be said about Harry Potter. Especially The New York Times and De Volkskrant seem to agree on this. They believe that Harry Potter will be a classic. 

It is not more than logical that the American newspapers reviewed the books after they had been published in the United States. It is interesting, however, to see that the Dutch newspapers started reviewing the books after they had been published in English. The Dutch newspapers waited with reviewing the books until the Dutch translation had been published, where the first three books are concerned. The last four books were reviewed after the book had been published in English. The Harry Potter-hype had started when the fourth book, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, was published. Young adults and adults had started reading the books in English in the Netherlands. Again, it should be taken into account that the books are immensely popular among adults and they did not want to wait until the Dutch translation came out.  

Most critics like to compare Harry to other great heroes from English literature. Kakutani from The New York Times compares Harry to king Arthur and Star Wars’ Luke Skywalker. Harry has become as popular as other great heroes. Furthermore, the critics like to compare Rowling to other writers, such as Tolkien. The comparison between Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings and J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter books is often made. This is due to the fact that both writers have created a fantasy world, but also because the Harry Potter films are as popular as The Lord of the Rings.



















In the past six chapters, American reviews from The New York Times and USA Today have been discussed, as well as Dutch reviews from De Volkskrant and Trouw. To answer the questions whether Dutch and American critics respond in the same way and how their criticism developed over the years, the reviews of the newspapers mentioned above have been analysed. Because the Harry Potter books have become more sinister and difficult over the years, the first three Harry Potter books were first discussed. Similarities and differences have been found between the four newspapers. The most striking differences have been detected between the reviews discussed after the first three Harry Potter books and the last four. However, one thing all newspapers have in common; Harry Potter has been received with great enthusiasm. It took some time, though, before J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter books became popular, but once people got to know the young wizard, they could not get enough of him. 

It is striking that Harry Potter was not popular in the beginning. The first reviews only appeared months after the books had been published. The only newspaper that did publish a review just a month after the book had been published was USA Today. In the Netherlands the reviews only appeared after the Dutch translation had been published. This is an interesting fact when compared to the reviews of the last four books, of which the reviews were published  faster. Furthermore, the newspapers published more articles that were related to Harry Potter. Moreover, the Dutch newspapers published their reviews after the English publication, something they had not done for reviews of the first three books. It is also interesting to see that the Dutch newspapers did not always publish a review, but often discussed the Harry Potter-hype. The American newspapers always reviewed the books. 

The hype is something that every critic thought was worth writing about. The American critics did not only discuss the book itself, but also wrote about the hype. After the second book had been published, the first critics wrote about a hype, which is quite remarkable, considering that the first review appeared so late. The numbers of articles that were published on Harry Potter show how popular Harry was. The New York Times published over 2000 articles related to Harry Potter, USA Today published little over a thousand. De Volkskrant published about 600 Potter articles and Trouw around 500. The American newspapers wrote more about the Harry Potter hype than the Dutch newspapers. However, this does not say anything about the reception of the books. Both countries received the books with great enthusiasm.

Furthermore, it was remarkable that the critics respond to adults who like the books in their first reviews. It can be said that this is one of the reasons why the reviews of the last four books appeared after the English publication in the Netherlands. All newspapers discuss the fact that adults like to read Harry Potter as much as younger readers do. The critics discuss this fact and especially try to answer the question why they like it in reviews of the first three books. The main answer is that Harry Potter is accessible and that everybody can relate to the young wizard who is just an ordinary boy who happens to have magical powers. In the reviews of the last four books, the question is not asked any more by the Dutch critics. The American critics still discuss adults reading the books, but the Dutch critics see it as a simple fact that Harry Potter is read by all ages.

The question why Harry is popular has been answered with different arguments by different critics. In the first reviews the critics believed Harry Potter was popular because the books were accessible for everybody and everybody could relate to him. In the later reviews, all critics discuss the suspense that Rowling has created. They believe this is the main reason for liking Harry Potter.
Furthermore, the way the reviews were written also changed. This has to do with the popularity Harry Potter gained later on. Although the first reviews discuss Harry’s popularity in both the Netherlands and the United States, the critics did not know how popular he was going to be. In the later reviews, the critics were unanimous that Harry Potter was on his way to become a classic. However, the reviews that were published of the first three books wrote of a hype after the second book. The critics continued writing about the hype in the reviews of the last four books, although the word hype was questioned. Most critics like to refer to Harry Potter as a classic to be. The critics believe that a hype was not the right word to use because a hype peaks and fades away. In discussing the change of the reviews, it is also interesting to look at the different critics responsible for the reviews. The newspapers have chosen to employ different critics for the first three and last four books. However, this varies between the newspapers. USA Today and Trouw employed the same critic for the first three books. With respect to the last four books Trouw only published two official reviews that were written by different critics. USA Today employed the same critic for the reviews of the last four books. However, this critic was not the critic that wrote the reviews of the first three books. The New York Times and De Volkskrant employed different critics for their reviews of the first three Potter books. For the last four books The New York Times employed the same critic. De Volkskrant also employed the same critic to review the last four books. The same critic was assigned to review the Harry Potter books.  


The most striking finding, however, is that the American and Dutch newspapers did not differ as much as might have been expected. The question that needs answering is whether American and Dutch critics have responded in the same way and whether their criticism changed over the years. Overall the newspapers agree that Harry Potter is a lovable character. They also agree that the books have become darker over the years. USA Today is the only newspaper that shows many differences with the other three. This newspaper consistently had shorter reviews, which did not analyse the books. However, it did publish many articles. The opinion of the critics that wrote the reviews for USA Today was very clear. Furthermore, the newspaper is the only one of the four that did not only state that the last four books had become creepier, but also warned parents not to let their children read them by themselves. The critic wrote about Harry Potter as a children’s book, something the other newspapers did not do, as Harry Potter was tremendously popular among adults as well as youngsters. 
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Publication of Harry Potter books:
	English	Dutch Translation
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone	June 26, 1997
September, 1998 (United States)	August, 1998
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets	July 2, 1998, 
June, 1999 (United States)	May, 1999
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban	September 8, 1999	February, 2000
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire	July 8, 2000	December, 2000
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix	June 21, 2003	November, 2003
Harry Potter and the Half blood Prince	July 16, 2005	November 19, 2005
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows	July 21, 2007	November 17, 2007

List of Publication reviews:
Books	New York Times	USA Today
	Date of publication	Author and Title	Date of Publication	Author and Title
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone	Feb. 19, 1999
Apr. 1, 1999	Review 
Michael Winerip: “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.”
811 wordsDoreen Carvajal: “Children’s book casts a spell over adults: Young wizard is a best seller and copyright challenge” 1556 words	Oct. 20, 1998	Review
Cathy Hainer: “A Tale of Sorcery to Charm All Ages” 576 words
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets			May 27, 1999	Review
Cathy Hainer: “Second Time’s Still a Charm For Spellbinding Saga”478 words
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban	Sep. 5, 1999Oct.22, 1999	Review
Gregory Maguire: “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban”
1480 wordsJudy Blume: “Is Harry Potter Evil?”
592 words	Sep. 8, 1999	ReviewCathy Hainer: “Third Time’s Another Charmer For Harry Potter”497 words
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire	July 10, 2000	Review
Janet Maslin: “At Last, the Wizard gets back to school”
1377 words	July 10, 2000	ReviewDeirdre Donahue: “ ‘Goblet of Fire’ Burns out Lengthy Fourth Book Lacks Spark of Imagination” 1291 words
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix	June 21, 2003	Review
Michiko Kakutani: “For Famous Young Wizard, a Darker Turn” 1167 words	June 20, 2003	Review
Deirdre Donahue: “Rich Character, Magical Prose Elevate ‘Phoenix’” 569 words
Harry Potter and the Half blood Prince	July 16, 2005	ReviewMichiko Kakutani: “Harry Potter Works his Magic Again in a Far Darker Tale”1495 words	July 18, 2005	ReviewDeirdre Donahue: “Harry Does Some Serieus Growing Up”
517 words
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows	July 19, 2007	Review
Michiko Kakutani: “An Epic Showdown as Harry Potter Is Initiated Into Adulthood” 1195 words	July 23, 2007	Review




	Date of publication	Author and Title	Date of Publication	Author and Title
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone	May 28, 1999	Review
Hanneke Leliveld:              “ Recensie Harry Potter” 621 words	June 26, 1999	Nanda Roep: “Harry Potter neemt het op tegen de Zwarte Macht” 755 words
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets	Nov. 3, 1999	Bert Lanting: “Amerikaanse Kinderziel Bedreigd” 
399 words	Feb. 4, 2000	Alfra Brotman: “Betoverd door Zweinstein” 1503 words
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban	Feb. 10, 2000Feb.  7, 2000	Nicoline Baartman: “Graag per Omgaande Per Uil Reageren” 2340 wordsPhilip van de Poel: “Harry Potter-Verslaving is niet erg” 585 words	Feb. 12, 2000	ReviewNanda Roep: “Sirius Zwarts wil karwei afmaken: Harry doden”1010 words
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire	Dec . 15, 2000	Review
Marieke Henselmans: “Echte Potter-Fan Kende Deel Vier Al”
1305 words		
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix	June 23, 2003	Review
Pay-Uun Hiu: “Eerste Zoen van Puberende Harry is Nat”
520 words	June 28, 2003	ReviewPeter de Boer: “Harry voelt het kwaad in zichzelf ; J.K. Rowling werkt toe naar een gruwelijke finale” 
1726 words
Harry Potter and the Half blood Prince	July 18, 2005	Review
Pay-Uun Hiu: “Nieuwe Potter is Zwaar en Duister”679 words	Nov. 19, 2005	Agnes Andeweg: “Niet de Magie Wint, maar de Liefde; HP6 is een humanistisch griezelboek”
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows	July 21, 2007	Review
Frits van der Waa: “Laatste Potter is Triomf voor Rowling: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows maakt de hoogespannen verwachtingen meer dan waar”













^1	  Lexis Nexis online database for newspapers.
^2	  Although the first Harry Potter books do not include much angst, the later Harry Potter books do include angst. Especially books six and seven.
^3	  The hero from the Star Wars trilogy. As Harry, he is the only one who can fight evil.
^4	  Harry Potter en de Steen der Wijzen
^5	  Harry Potter en de Geheime Kamer
^6	  Harry Potter en de Gevangene van Azkaban
^7	  “Toveren moet je leren, je moet er je best voor doen”
^8	  “Harry Potterverslaving is niet erg”
^9	  Lexis Nexis
^10	  “Het is ongelooflijk, maar in de ruim driehonderd pagina's is het werkelijk geen moment saai.”
^11	  Harry Potter en de Vuurbeker
^12	  Harry Potter en de Orde van de Feniks
^13	  Harry Potter en de Halfbloed Prins
^14	  Harry Potter en de Relieken van de Dood
^15	  “Wat is hier aan de hand?”
^16	  “Nieuwe Potter is Zwaar en Duister”
